ROMEO AND JULIET STUDY QUESTIONS
Act II
Scene 1 and 2

1. What attitude do Mercutio and Benvolio have toward Romeo?

2. To What does Romeo compare Juliet?

3. What does Juliet say before she knows Romeo is in the garden?

4. What is Juliet afraid that Romeo will think of her?

5. Why is Juliet uneasy about their love?

6. What does Juliet suggest they do if their love is honorable?

7. What agreement do they make?

8. What coincidence furthers the action in this scene?

Scene 3

1. The friar uses the example of plants to teach a lesson. What is it?

2. How does Friar Lawrence react when Romeo tells him of his new love for Juliet? What does he think of Romeo’s love?

3. Why does he agree to marry the two anyway?

4. What warning does the friar give Romeo when Romeo rushes him?

Scene 4

1. What new danger confronts Romeo?

2. To what does Mercutio compare being in love?

3. How does Mercutio describe Tybalt?

4. How is Romeo different now from the way he was at the beginning of the play?

5. What does Romeo say about Mercutio? How does Mercutio treat the nurse?

6. What message does Romeo send to Juliet?

Scene 5

1. What kind of mood is Juliet in?

2. Describe the way the nurse goes about telling Juliet Romeo’s message.

Scene 6

1. What warning does the friar give Romeo?

2. What action does the friar take?

ROMEO AND JULIET STUDY QUESTIONS
Act III

Scene 1
1. Why is Benvolio concerned about the weather?

2. How does Mercutio take Benvolio’s suggestion?

3. Who now enters?

4. Why does Tybalt deliberately insult Romeo?

5. How does Romeo respond?

6. How does Mercutio react to this?

7. When the two men fight. What does Romeo try to do and what is the result?

8. Why is Mercutio’s manner of dying appropriate to his personality?

9. How does Romeo feel about these events?

10. What news does Benvolio announce?

11. What is Romeo’s answer?

12. Why has Shakespeare ended Mercutio’s life?

13. When Tybalt returns what happens?

14. What warning does Benvolio give Romeo?

15. What does Romeo say of himself?

16. Who now enters?

17. What description of events does Benvolio give?

18. Who begs for revenge?

19. What does Montague say?

20. What sentence does the prince announce against Romeo?

Scene 2

1. What sort of mood is Juliet in?

2. What news does the nurse bring? Is her account clear?

3. How does Juliet take the news?

Scene 3

1. How does Romeo react when the friar tells him of his banishment?

2. What does the friar think of this reaction?

3. What does the friar offer as consolation?

4. Why wont Romeo listen to the friar?

5. What rebuke does the nurse give Romeo?

6. When the nurse tells Romeo about Juliet, how does he react?

7. How does the friar feel about this reaction?

8. How does Romeo react to receiving the token from Juliet?

Scene 4
1. What arrangements has Capulet made for Juliet?

2. What day is it now?
3. What day does he set the wedding for? Why is the significant to the plot?

4. What is the subject of the conversion between Romeo and Juliet that begins this scene?

5. What example of foreshadowing do we have in this scene?

6. How does Lady Capulet feel about Juliet’s constant crying?

7. Why has Juliet’s father decided to marry Juliet to Paris right away?

8. How does Juliet react to this news?

9. What is the effect on Capulet of Juliet’s refusal?

10. How does the nurse come to her defense? 

11. What is Lord Capulet’s final command?

12. How does Lady Capulet reply to Juliet’s plea to delay this marriage?

13. What advice does the nurse give Juliet? Is this good advice?

14. How does Juliet take this advice? What does Juliet decide to do?
ROMEO AND JULIET STUDY QUESTIONS
ACT IV

Scene 1 

1. Where does this scene take place?
2. What reason does Paris give for the sudden marriage?

3. If the friar cannot help, what does Juliet intend to do? Why?

4. What does the friar say about the remedy he is offering?

5. Does Juliet agree?

6. What is the rest of the friar’s plan? How will Romeo know what to do?

7. Why, in your opinion, does the friar not tell Paris or Juliet’s parents about her marriage to Romeo?

Scene 2

1. When Juliet appears, how does she conduct herself?

2. What does Capulet say about the day of the marriage?

Scene 3 and 4

1. What request does Juliet make of the nurse?

2. Does Juliet find taking the drug easy?

3. What scene immediately follows this?
Scene 5

1. What is Juliet’s condition when the nurse tries to wake her?

2. What argument does Friar Laurence use to comfort the Capulets?

ROMEO AND JULIET STUDY QUESTIONS

ACT V
Scene 1
1. Where does this scene take place?

2. What news does Balthasar bring to Verona?

3. What is the effect of this news on Romeo?

4. What does Romeo command Balthasar to do?

5. What does Romeo say after Balthsar leaves?

6. Why does Romeo think the apothecary will sell him poison even though the sale of it is illegal?
Scene 2

1. Upon what mission has friar John been sent? What kept him from it?

2. For whose safety is the friar concerned?

3. Where does the rest of the play’s action take place?
Scene 3

1. Why has Paris appeared at the tomb?

2. What does Romeo give to Balthasar to take to his father?

3. What does Paris assume when he sees Romeo?

4. What happens to Paris?

5. Does Romeo still think he is a victim of fate?

6. How does Shakespeare create suspense in Romeo’s death scene?

7. Who now enters the church yard?

8. Whom does the friar find in the tomb? In what condition?

9. Why, according to the friar, has the plan gone awry?

10. What does he urge Juliet to do? What does she do? Why does Friar Laurence leave her?

11. Who enters? Why isn’t Lady Montague with them?

12. What does the Prince mean when he says that “all are punished?” What does he see as his own mistake?
13.  What good has come from the deaths of Romeo and Juliet?
